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GALATIANS, 3. Chap. 1. Verse. 


Stand fast therefore in the Liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free, &c. &. 


VERY slight acquaintance with the history 
A of this Country, will be sufficient to con— 
vince us, that some centurics since, a galling 
yoke of Bondage, was on the Necks of our 
Forefathers . and though the Revolution we are 
to night met to celebrate, might perhaps be 
called but a partial removal of the disgraceful 
and painful Y oke, yet in itself properly consi- 
dered, it must, by every lover of his Country, 
every.friend to Liberty and Freedom, be considered 
as a great, important, and glorious event. It is 
an event which at once calls for the admiration, 
and Cans the grateful recolleftion of English- 
men, 


I am well aware that amongst the many im- 
putations, cast upon Religion, by the Athbeasts 
and Deists of our day, one of the most fashion- 
able and popular, is, that it is inimical to the 
cause of civil LIBERTY, and calculated to 
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rivet more firmly the chains of Tyranny, and 
Oppression, To such an assertion as this, we 
give the lye direct, and to support ourselves 
in so doing, we need only advert, and that but 
slightly tv the purport, and tenor of Christian- 
ity. Religion Sirs, is calculated to inform man- 
kind in their best interests, and it directs how 
we may best secure them. If by some it be 
urged that it teaches Subjects submission; we 
ans wer, it also teaches Princes their duty. 


It not only commands us as Subjects, to honor 
those who are set over us; but it reminds us 
that he who ruleth over Men should be just. It 
lays down such pertinent, suitable, and well 
adapted Rules, for the discharge of every duty 
n relative connection, and in civil Scciety, that 
were its principles universally attended to, and 
uniformly carried into practice, there would be 
no breaking in our Land; no going out in our 
Coasts; no complaining in our Streets; all a- 
round would be Harmony and Love, and the 
Priti:h Nation would in truth and verity, be one 
and indivisible, Were the principles of Religion 
attended to, they would teach us the sentiments 
of universal benevelence, and good will; no 
Wan Would then hve for bimselt alone, each 
\ Quid consider himself as a part of the genera] 

| whole 
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whole; and the welfare of that whole, would be 
the governing principle of his conduct, 


A God of Love, would then approve the 
unity of his Creatures, he would feed us with the 
finest of the Wheat, and the complaints of the 
distressxed Poor, would no longer strike our 
Ears, or wound the feelings of our Hearts, 


Liberty is the birthright of Britons, and it is 
a precious deposit, it becomes them to hold inost 
dearly. If I rightly understand the term Liberty, 
I would define it a free and uncontrouled, xer— 


cise of those rights which God and nature have 
confered upon us. 


Thus understanding Liberty, I would say sirs, 
turn your attention for a moment, ta the na- 
ture, tenor, purpart, and operation of religious 
Principles. These were they prevalent, would 
be in the breast of every Man, an insurmounta- 
ble barrier to his infringing upon the rights of 
another, and would promote matual attection, 
by an attention to mutual welfare, 


Religious Principles would teach each rank its 
Several duties, and enforce an attention to them, 
it would bind the people in thc strongest band 
of amity, it would make our Land an astongh- 
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ment to the suvroun ling world, whilst it com- 
Pe.ei them „s, * happy is that peop.. for the 
Le dis heir God.“ Wiilst I am thus speaking 
of elizion, I would, by no means, be under- 
Stet to mean ane set of opinions, or modes of 
practice, .1hricatzed by proud and designing 
Wen, and aloe by the crafty, as an engine 
of the date. No sirs, 'tis not national Religion 
o an „ame weauu.. to, h.t the plain, unsul- 
lied, 8'm le Relig on of Jesus, unfettered with 
hy 1n pinioas, 1: ullied wir, temporal dignt- 
tus Ila sonal Keligions I © readily assert, 
114 the g. cral, unfriendly to the cause 

om and ndeed not less so to the 
isdn anity itself. 
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eas harrased and oppressed 
tte, It maintained its ground 

h on, and through the succes— 
eic persecutizg Emperors; it 
its native simplicity, and was 
odauder, ad admiration of the 
S. when (had alm st said unfor- 

\ 1.” Religion) an Emperor became a 
1. +» id Ketigion grew in fashion at the 
s piofessors became specious, and 

-='> bczan to decline Now lofty Ca- 
gan to rear their heads : now e pis- 
copal 
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copal stalls, conscerated habits, splended vest— 
ments, and anti apostlic Pishops, began to be 
known amengst Men. "Temporal abundance 
began now to be annexed to spiritual Dignities, 


and hence tlie contest aniongst these Men, was 


not, who should most loudly proclaim the trath, 
or most eminentiy adorn the dectrmes & truth, 
but WO stould hold the wealthiest sce, 
the most powertui scat. 


It was from this source the accursed anti- 
christ ot Rome first drew his breath. When he 
first be gan to lift |.is head, his temporal posséessi— 
ons were but small, he therefore found it was 
necessary to the turtherance of Lis desige, to 
engage the civil pcwer on his side, and the 
superstition of mai.kind in chose Cays not a little 
s{xengthened his plan. The Priuces ol the day 
gave largely to the Church oi their revenues 
and possesions, the church in return lent them 
as freely her aid buthof Blessing and of Curse, and 
hence was engendered that curivus, mule like, 
animal, called in our days CHURCH and 

STATE. | 


However the craft of some, or the pride and 
power of others, may have led them to en- 
deavour 
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deavour the effefting a union between civil and 
ecclesiastical Polity or Government, sufter me 
to say, and the Bible is my warrant, ('tis the 
Ministers act of Parliament) that such a con— 
nection is impossible, and therefore impractica- 
ble; civil and ecclesiastical Polity differ in their 
every part, and the difference is of such a na- 
ture as to admit of no removal, to suller no re- 
concillation, 


Human or civil Government, as to its foun— 
dation, rests upon civil connection, and owes its 
existence to the will of the one part delegating 
its power to the other, how superior is divine 
right, it rests upon indisputable authority, and 
is at once mide known and supported by the 
inspired volume. I might also ask what are the 
objects upon which civil polity is to exerci:e its 
authority? the answer is, the external concerns cf 
our persons, properties, and some part of our 
moral deportment. On the other hand spiritual 
Government, has for its object, the interu con- 
cerns and regarding only the hearts and consci- 
ences of men, can of course be fully exercised 
by God alone. There are concerns Into which 
no consistorial courts can interfere, no archie- 
piscopcal jurisdiction interfere, we may therefore 
add they differ in their heads, in the one an 
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earthly Prince Reigns with created authority and 
by the assistance of his Counsellors, but in the 
other, Christ Reigns King alone and admits no 
equal in his Dominion, neither delegates his 
power to another. 7 


Though scme modern churches may cxhibit 
a monstrous appcarance like what is annually 
presented in our raree shows, a two headed 
Being, yet sirs, in the kingdom or church of 
Christ the absurdity is unknown, and his mem— 
bers obey the command ot their Lord, „ call no 
man your master in spiritual things, for one is 
your master even God who is in Heaven,” were 
I might add, perhaps scme of his earthly repre- 
:entatives will never arrive. 


Before I proceed, espesclally to the text, suf- 
ter me to lay before you a few introductory 


propositions: and 


First,—All men are born with the same na- 
tural rights and are equally entitled to all the 


privileges of Citizenship, in the country that 
gives them Birth. 


The God of Creation, sirs, the father of the 
universe, knows no distinètion between the Son 
of a Peasant and the Son of a King. Formed of 
the same clay, they breathe the same air, need 


the 
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the same support, and finally rot in the same 
dust; and it there be any distinction the one is 
Supported by others, and the other by his own 
industry. Men can alone be distinguished, one 
above another, by th» excellence of mental capa- 
city or integrity of public conduct. 


I would observe further, that those civil 
rights, privileges, and immurities as to their 
exercise, can only be lost by the mental incapa- 
city or moral turpitude of the person to whom 
they belong, that is, by a want of capacity for 
their exercise in our reasoning powers, Or a 
forfeiture of our right to them by a flagrant vio- 
lation of constituted orders or laws, 


observe also, Thit every abridgement of 
our civil rights, privileges, and immunities, is 
most unquestionably an infringement upon our 
Liberties. This is a proposition so self evident, 
that I need not attempt its proof: I Shall rather 
take the opportunity to say a word respecting a 
class of men, whose rights I concieve to be 
cruelly and unfairly restramed.—I mean the 
protestant Dissenters of th s Land, who live in 
the midst of us as a set of proscribed men; What 
are their crimes, sirs, ? I will tell you, they 
cannot conform in modes and rules to a church 
which they conceive too ncarly imitates that of 
. | Rome, 
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Rome, they nobly dare to think for themselves, 
they say religious Worship 1s a sacred Ollering 
tendered to God upon the conviction of nsci- 
ence, and that it should be tendered in th it form 
in which conscience directs the Ollèering.— These 
sirs, are among their crimes, they cannot adore 
consecrated bread and wine, they will not cross 
the forehead of their little ones, they dedicate 
them to God and leave them to {i'd their crosses 
in the road of Life. The Dissenters, sirs, do 
not think it right that one who exhibits his apos- 
tolic l:bours, perhaps four times in a year, and 
rolls to and from the exertion in a splendid 
equipage, should po+scss an abundant income, 
whilst his poor Brother an! fellow labourcr, who 
bears the burden of the day, almost starves upon 
a poor and scanty pittauce. They, siis, are 
weak enough to suppose that the humble worship 
of an upright heart is as acceptable to God, from 
the lowly conventicie as it would be in a loſty 
Cathedral, attended by pomp and supported by 
Power. | 


Fo rerimes like ti ese, are their rights of Ci- 
tizenship denied them, they are, by a test act, 
shut out from all place of honor and profit, but 
are lett open to all that are attended with incon— 
venience, expence, and trouble. But I proceed 
* - | to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= — 


— 
- — 


(28-3 


to observe further, that it was by adopting thc 
principles we have already stated, that the Revo- 
lution was effected we are met to celebrate. It 
was produced by a glorious and noble assertion 
of our unalienable rights, and it well deserves 
our rememberance. Surely then if the Revolu- 
tion may in any measure be estemed a national 
benefit, we shall do well to stind fast to those 
principles which gave that Revolution birth, ana 
this leads me to a consideration of my text from 
which I would-—First take ogcasiontosay, that all 
R-volutionso! Kingdoms and States are under the 
governing providence of God. SECONDLY: 
That in the Revolution we are now commemo— 
rating, God might be said, in sone senses, to 
have made this Nation free, THIRDLY,— 
hit it is the duty of Christian Citizen, to stand 
fast in the Liberty whercwith god hath made Him 
tree. | 


FIRST, That all Revolutions in Kingdoms 
and States, are by and u: der God's Governing 
Providence. 


To attempt the establishment of this propo - 
sition will be unnecessary if you believe the Bible, 
with those who do not, I shall not now enter 
the Lists, were I inclined so to do, easy would 
the task be to prove the truth « Verily there is 
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a God that Judgeth the EFarih * Ie is ca'd to 
rule in the Armies of heaven and am ngst the 
inhabitants of fthe Earth: his Kingdom is de- 
scribed as ruling over all: he is said to raise the 
Beggar from the dung. hill, to sit among Princes: 
(the conduct of some by the bye has not done 
much credit to their exhaltation) We are told 
he raised up Cyrus for his will: that he gave 
Israel a King is wrath, and took him away in 
his displeasure. Such expressions as these, 
clearly describe him as the Lord of all and that 
the serious mutations of the Earth are all by 
his good pleasure. 


SECONDLY. That in the Revolution we 
are now commemorating, God, might, in 
some senses be said to have made this Nation 
iice, 


The:c are two points of view in which the pro 
priety of this expression cannot but appear; We 
were by this Revolution set free fro:n the Yoke 
of Papal authority and Superstition. If you are 
at all acquainted with the History of this Coun— 
try, you will know that at this period a very 
powerful attempt was made again, to introduce 
Popery into this Laid; James late Duke of 
York, then King of England, in defiance of the 
will and opinion of his p2ople attempted to bear 
vl teire him with an outstretched arm © 


B 2 Power, 
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Power, Forgctting the conduct of his preleces- 
sors, James the first, (Who by the bye was not 
tumed tor condescension) but, who declared it his 
Highest Honor to be the Servant of the people 
he I say attempted to be not merely their Mas- 
ter but to play the Tyrant, the strength of his 
head was unequal to the wickedness of his heart 
and he as meanly forsook the Cause as he had 
once insolen ly endeavoured to support it. So 
also we were set free from the Yoke of Arbi- 
trary Power Our fore fathers, happily tor 
them and us, knew their rights and nobly 
dared to claim them. They established by 
their conduct a lasting contradiction to the thesis 
that «Kings can do no wrong,” and stampedeternal 
fallacy upon the assertion of a modern writer, 
«that they hold their Crowns in co:itempt of 
the People”, In this Crisis of affairs, the Par- 
liam nt of England proved themſelves politi- 
cally omnipotent, they declared the throne of 
these Kingdoms vacant and give the Crown to 
William the third. Thus God might be said to 
have made thi- Nation free. He did it by setting 
upen the throne of Government a protestant 


prince, and by enabling our forefathers to enact 


certain 


* In the firſt Speech of JAMES the firſt, to his Engl//h 
Parliament, March, 22d. 1609. are the following Words, 
„ That I am a SERVANT, is most true, I will uever be 
ashamed to confess it my principal Honour, to be the Great 
Servant of the Common-wealth,” —— Journals of th 


of Commons. 
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certain wise and Glorious regulations, which 
must ever be be the Subject of admiration” 
through succeeding ages, cven if their opera— 
tio. should be restrained or perverted, we pro— 
ced to observe. 


THIRDLY. That it is the duly of the Christian 
. Citi en, to Stund ad in the Liberty, where-witd 
God has made him rec. 


That it is our duty to stand fast in the posses- 
dion and assertion of those principles which 
stand connected with our Civil and Religious 
Liberty, will appear, if we cousider but for a 
Moment. LIBERTY IS A PRECIOUS 
CHARTER BESi OWED UPON US BY 
HEAVEN. The Heathens of old, who held 
a multiplicicy of Deities, gave to some of them 
but a mean origin, but of Liberty, they tell us 
she was the daughter of Jupiter and was sent 
from hcaven to Earth, to bless Mankind.—Con- 
sider my fellow Englisghmen LIBERTY as 
your best, your choicest inheritance, and as 
such, prize it highly and hold it firmly; —Again 
Consider, how wonderfully this your birthright 
has been preserved, How many tte attempts 
how strong the efforts which have been made 
to wrest the Blessing from your hands: Provi- 
dence has yet preserved it and the sacred fire 

p | though 
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E 
though Languishing, is not Extinguished, Yet 
Furtfer 1 vould say, it may be lost by your 
carelessness and inattentio. Tyrann and 
Oppression gain ground by degrees, they steal 
imperceptibly over a Land and cast their chains 


upon the People cre they are aware, 


"x 
Do vou ask we how. vor are to #1200 last, 1 
would ansvcr vou thus, by. a hering closely to 
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Revolution Principles: Sy well . story 


of yeur Country: Learn well your biithright 


as En_lishmen: be not content with merely 


knowing it yourselves, but teach it to others: 
instil a Love ef . imo the minds or Your 
1s Oflfpr.ng and let your. Lutte on-slearn 
to 4 out the Praises of Freedom. I would 
Say to you once more, Staud fiist in ihc liberty 
ND Which Ci Fas made d irce, by un fin 
eganst the Enemies vour common Cause: Guard 
2982 nst the insinnations of those, who for thei 
own Sakes, would mislead vou: Titled SY CO - 
_— and pensioned A are hut indiike- 
ent friends to Liberty, they are more apt to 
Join with those who would 


- F * * ww ? 
1 4 * 92 89 * % * * % * - 
&f '-> 7. 42 7; [ 4 J 4 40 46. k — («al 44 * 


Whilst on tho one hand I would Say avoid 
all intemperate heat, I w..uld on the other add. 
UNITE 
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UNITE, PERSEVERE, AND YOU: ARE 
FREE. In tte Assertion of vour rights, let 
prudent caution torm vour Sentiments, let man- 
Iv fortitude Supnort them, whitst unremitting 
perseverence leids you through every Danger 
and teaclies zou to account ightly 0! Hardehigs 
sustained in the Cause of Giory, I would now 
for a moment arop the Politician and Speak 
as a Divine It is a iact asserted in the Scrip 
tures, „that ail Men are tie Scrvants and Slaves 
oi Sin, and that the Wages of Sin are Death." '— 
+ he same Scriptures teil us, „that the Gift of 
God is eternal Liſe, through his Son.” Now 
Sirs, It in this state of Slavery you live and div 
of its wages ve must be partakers. Blessed 
be our God, that in the dispensation of tho 
Gospel, Christ appears Proclaiming Liberty to 
e Captive, may you hear his Voice making 
vour Souls Free. 1o you who of tbis Liberty 
have been made partakers, I would say, be on 
Vour guard 7galns a Lezality of Spirit, stand 
iast in the Libery with which Christ has made 
vou free. May this Spiritual freedom be the 
Portion Of att who now hear me. 


Of this Liberty possessed, you shall rise in 
life infinitely above what are called its exalted 
Characters: in Death youu shall enjoy tranquility 


and 
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and peace and after Death you shall be admitted 
fo a Citizenship in the New Jerusalem, the 
Kingdom of Christ above, where his church shall 
be ultimately compleat in him and the whole 
body be Etcroally 

ONE AND INDIVISIBLE. 


HYMN. I. 
I. 


FOR all thy Favours mighty Lord, 
We Britons blels thy Holy Name : 
Still faithful to thy promiſed Word, 


In every age thou RE ſame. 
| N. 


III wonders far ſurpaſs our Praiſe, 
Thy goodnels Lord, excceds our thous! ; 
And Britain through ſucceeding Days, 
May ting, lo! what the Lord hath wrought, 
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WHEN Papal Power, was riſing high, 
And threatened every Precious right ; 

Thy helping hand, O Lord was nigh, 
And Brought. Salvation to the fight, 


IV. 


FOR Freedom given, we ling thy Praile, 
For Rights preſerv'd we bleſs thy Name; 
And may we to our riſing Race, 
B Thee upbeld. Preſerve he ſame. 


HYMN, I.. 
I; 


LORD we adore thy liberal hand, 
Yet aſk thy pitying eye, 

O chale oppreſlion from the Land 
And hear the pu. r Mans Cry. 


IL. 


LET no complaining in the Street, 
Or voice of woe be near d; 

But by the Men ot evr'y State, 
Le thy great Name rever'd. 


III. 
MAKE our Exactors Righteouſneſs, 


And make out 1uviers peace, 
So ſhall thy favor kitain bleſs, 
And our Commotions Cealc 


HYMN. III 
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IT comes it comes the glorious day, 


When Chriſt with univerſal Sway; 
hall loud proclaim from pole to pole, 
Freedom to ev'ry Captive Soul. 
Freedom, &c. 
IT 
THEN ſhall the oppreſſor loſe his ſway, 
And Clouds & darkneſs flee away, 


Whilſt chriſt proclaims from pole to pole, 
Freedom to every, Captive Soul, 
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MAY every Nation hear his voice, 
And Afric in the Sound rejoice, 
Whilſt Chriſt proclaims from pole to pole, 
Freedom to every Captive Soul, 


FINIS; 


